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The IMF Statistics Department has developed an SDMX coding structure (or Data Structure Definition - DSD) for the exchange of external sector’s data. It has been developed in close collaboration with the ECB and Eurostat, with the objective of meeting the data requirements of all three organizations for balance of payments, international investment position, and the data template on international reserves and foreign currency liquidity.

The information on the external sector DSD (further referred to as the BOP-DSD) is available in two distinct formats (Excel and XML).

3.A  The attached Excel workbook contains the list of dimensions and attributes for encoding the data, showing which attributes are mandatory and optional (dimensions are mandatory) and provides the code lists for each dimensions and attributes in the DSD. For subject-matter experts, this document provides the information needed to map the various concepts that are reported using the DSD to the time series/concepts of the native database



Table provides the codes that will usually be used for reporting Balance of Payments (BOP) and International Investment Position (IIP) data using the BOP-DSD

	Concept
	Probable Value
	Explanation

	FREQ
	Q
	Countries are expected to report quarterly data

	REF_AREA
	Specific to reporting country
	Based on code list provided in DSD

	ADJUSTMENT
	N
	The IMF is seeking data that are “Neither seasonally or working day adjusted”

	DATA_TYPE_BOP
	Specific to the series
	Either a credit, debit, net, or end-of-period stock (2, 3, 4, or 8, respectively)

	BOP_ITEM
	Specific to the series
	Based on the code list provided in the DSD

	CURR_BRKDWN
	N
	NOTE: refers to the currency of denomination of the underlying instrument. For reporting to the IMF, it should always be “all currencies”.

	COUNT_AREA
	Z9
	NOTE: data reported to the IMF should be about the “rest of the world”.

	SERIES_DENOM
	Z
	NOTE: Use to specify whether the data are growth rates or quantities, or else. For reporting to the IMF, “not applicable” should be used.

	
	
	

	OBS_STATUS
	Usually “A”
	Other codes may be used to identify “break” or “provisional value” or other. (see code list in the DSD)

	UNIT
	Usually “NATCUR”
	Countries will usually report data in “national currency”, but some countries do report BOP data in “US dollar” or “euro”. (see code list in DSD)

	UNIT_MULT
	Will vary
	Based on the code list provided in the DSD

	DECIMALS
	Will vary
	Based on the code list provided in the DSD

	COLLECTION
	Usually “U”
	NOTE: Countries normally measure flow data as “summed through period” and stock data as “end of period” but the IMF prefers that all data be reported as “unknown” (see code list in DSD)

	BOP_BASIS
	Usually “Z”
	NOTE: various options are possible for indicating whether flow data are “transaction” or “cash” and stock data are “book value”, “market value”, or “accumulation of flows” but the IMF prefers that all data be reported as “unspecified”. (see code list in DSD)

	TITLE_COMPL
	Will vary
	The DSD specifies that a series’ title is required. Any value will be accepted. (free text)
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